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CEO: resilience is vital to meet challenges 

this 
National 
Day … 
we are 
stronger 
than ever

pride and passion in Abqaiq and Khurais
Abqaiq and Khurais — In spite of the 

damage and disruption of production 
caused by the recent attacks in Abqaiq 
and Khurais, feelings of pride and passion 
were on display during Sunday’s visit to 
the two areas by Saudi Aramco president 
and CEO Amin Nasser. 

Accompanied by several members of se-
nior management, Nasser visited the two 
facilities over the extended Saudi Nation-
al Day weekend. He extended his greet-
ings and gratitude to employees and also 
to their family members, reiterating that 
Saudi Aramco has emerged stronger and 
more resilient in the face of adversity.

Employees at both locations who spoke 
to The Arabian Sun said they were proud 
of their accomplishments. 

no words can express 
such great pride 

In Khurais, Saudi national flags fluttered 
in the wind as they adorned buildings in 
celebration of the holiday, reflecting the 
employees’ high spirits. 

The CEO, on behalf of company man-
agement, expressed his appreciation and 
gratitude to the employees gathered for 
the visit. 

The Kingdom’s 89th National Day was 
an opportunity for us to reflect on our 
achievements and look forward to the fu-
ture together with renewed strength, re-
solve, and determination. 

For Aramcons in-Kingdom and around 
the world — past and present — this Na-
tional Day in particular should be a source 
of tremendous pride and celebration. It is 
even more meaningful after our collective 
strength and resolve was tested on Sat-
urday, Sept. 14, when Saudi Aramco’s oil 
processing facilities at Abqaiq and Khurais 
were attacked, causing numerous fires and 
significant damage, temporarily shutting 
down production at both facilities.  

This affected not only Saudi Aramco’s 
operations and our local communities, but 
it also had a major impact on the global 
energy markets. The attacks, using missiles 
and drones, are being condemned inter-
nationally as a strike on the world’s ener-
gy infrastructure that seriously hurts the 
global economy, which is already facing 

“A word of thanks will not suffice to 
express our gratitude, and no words can 

describe how proud we are of what you 
have done,” Nasser told the employees. 

headwinds. 
We cannot choose when and where an 

attack might take place, but what we can 
choose is how we respond. And I have 
never been more proud of how our people 
responded. Our immediate, resilient, and 
unified response to these unprecedented 
attacks was simply outstanding, and es-
sentially above and beyond the field of or-
dinary human endeavor.  

Many of our colleagues demonstrated 
exceptional situational awareness, cour-
age, and determination. I would especially 
like to thank our plant operators and tech-
nicians, our firefighters, operations and 
security personnel, as well as the many 
support organizations that worked in close 
coordination with Saudi Civil Defense per-
sonnel and government agencies.  

Every second counts in moments like 
these, and had we not acted quickly to 
contain the fires and undertake rapid res-
toration efforts, the impact on the oil mar-
ket and the global economy would have 

First of all, I am proud of my country 
and I wish all 
of the Saudi 
people a happy 
National Day. I 
am proud to be 
a Saudi Aramco 
employee. The 
biggest part of 

my job as a firefighter is that we are 
here to save lives and protect our 
company’s facilities and assets. 

Salem Al-Yami, 
fire captain

We are very proud of our people’s 
reaction. Their 
reaction was 
outstanding 
and beyond 
expectation. 
The reaction of 
our people is 
something to 

take pride in. We got the support 
we needed in a very short space of 
time from all levels of management. 

Saad A. Alharbi, 
Abqaiq Plants Operations

Here at the fire station we work as a 
team and we 
help each other 
as a group to 
complete our 
jobs and to 
succeed in 
achieving the 
tasks that we 

tackle. I would like to wish everyone 
in the country a happy National Day.

Abdullah M. Alhajri, 
deputy fire chief

I am proud to be a Saudi on this day, 
and proud to be 
an employee of 
Saudi Aramco. 
Finally, I am 
proud to be 
a firefighter 
working to save 
lives and protect 

our company’s facilities and assets.

Mansour Al Dossary, 
fire captain

I feel very proud of my team. In Indus-
trial Security, we 
focus on main-
taining the 
security and 
safety of our 
people, and this 
makes me feel 
very proud. We 

work as one team in Saudi Aramco, 
and this helps us to achieve our goals, 
and be successful.

Saleh S. Al Dossary, 
Security Operations 

Amin Nasser shakes hands with Mubarak Dossary, an outside operator who responded courageously to 
attacks targeting Abqaiq Plants. Dossary said: “We are ready to give with no limits to this nation, and are 
honored to serve it no matter how old we are. And in my work as an outside operator, I always put my 
focus on doing this, and I take pride in that.”

The recent efforts of Abqaiq Plants employees were recognized by president and CEO Amin Nasser during a special visit to the Abqaiq facilities. Accompanied 
by the senior vice president of Upstream, Mohammed Y. Al Qahtani and senior vice president of Technical Services, Ahmad A. Al Sa’adi, Nasser met with dozens 
of employees, ranging from operators to Fire Protection Department, members of Industrial Security and representatives of many other organizations within 
the company. During the tours, Nasser posed with employees for group photos, with the CEO holding the Saudi flag to mark Saudi National Day.

by Musleh Al Khathami and Maythem Al-Mussawi

See video of  
CEO visit to Abqaiq
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CEO: resilience is vital to meet challenges 
pride and passion in Abqaiq and Khurais

“Not only the company’s management, 
but also each and every Saudi citizen feels 
this pride. 

“The whole world was keeping a close 
eye on Saudi Aramco’s reaction and level 
of reliability, and we have proven to the 
whole world that we are the most reliable 
company, and that we are stronger today 
than ever before,” he added.

“What is most important is your safe-
ty. Thankfully, there were no injuries and 
whatever damage that occurred in the 
equipment can be restored,” Nasser said. 
“This is indeed what you have impressively 
done, restoring stability not only to glob-
al energy markets, but also for the global 
economy,” Nasser said.

In his address to employees at Abqaiq, 
he said: “The reaction you have shown is 
a source of pride for every employee of 
this company and for all citizens across the 
Kingdom. It is a historic moment that un-
derscores the value of the company and 
proves that we at Saudi Aramco are stron-
ger than ever.”

Nasser praised the efforts of the compa-
ny’s emergency response and operations 
teams, who were able to extinguish fires 
in Abqaiq and Khurais, and managed to 
restore production in the affected sites. 

reliability built on our people, 
our resources, and our facilities

Khaled A. Al Buraik, Southern Area Oil 
Operations vice president, also praised the 
response.

“We always say we are a reliable sup-
plier, and our reliability comes from three 
pillars,” Al Buraik said. 

“The first is human resources — our 
people, our employees. The second is our 
hydrocarbon resources. And our third pil-
lar is basically our facilities and infrastruc-
ture.”

He further highlighted the “robust and 
timely return” of facilities in Khurais and 
Abqaiq in the days following the attacks.

Khalid S. Al Ghamdi, Abqaiq Plants Op-
erations manager, further praised the re-
sponse of those on duty during and after 
the attack. 

“Their actions, by totally shutting down 
the plant — which has never been done 
in the history of the plant — was a criti-
cal decision that had to be taken at exactly 
the right time.

“Our safety system and procedures 
worked, and what we saw from our em-
ployees was the result of years of training 
and development,” Al Ghamdi added.

been far more devastating. This underlines 
why Saudi Aramco is the most important 
company in the world. 

The resilience of our company rests on 
three foundational pillars — our dedicat-
ed and committed people; our vast hy-
drocarbon resources; and our world-class 
facilities and equipment. If there is a sil-
ver lining to the black clouds that rose 
over Abqaiq and Khurais on that Saturday 
morning, it is that our most precious re-
source — our people and the communities 
nearby — remained safe.  

Following the attacks, together with sev-
eral corporate management members, I 
visited our brave colleagues in Abqaiq and 
Khurais, and having also spoken to team 
members across the company, I can em-
phatically state that our people are stron-
ger than ever! And this extends beyond 
the walls of the company. 

While the fires were burning, we were 
receiving lots of support, encouragement, 
and messages of goodwill from our com-

munities, retired Aramcons — both in 
Saudi Arabia and in other parts of the 
world, and also the business community 
— who offered their immediate assistance 
to rebuild and restore the facilities. This 
is a great reminder that Saudi Aramco 
is part of a larger, much stronger global 
family.  

Resilience and overcoming adversity are 
in our DNA. In fact, production at Khurais 
resumed within 24 hours of the attack. 
Abqaiq production resumed soon after, 
and production of 5.7 million barrels per 
day will be restored by the end of Sep-
tember. Not a single shipment to our in-
ternational customers has been missed or 
canceled as a result of the attacks, and we 
will continue to fulfill our mission of pro-
viding the energy the world needs. 

The fires that were intended to destroy 
Saudi Aramco had an unintended conse-
quence — they galvanized 70,000 of us 
around a mission to rebound quickly and 
confidently, and Saudi Aramco has come 

out of this incident stronger than ever. 
It demonstrated that no one can defeat 

our spirit, which was witnessed by HRH 
Prince Abdulaziz ibn Salman, Minister of 
Energy, and Saudi Aramco Board Chair-
man HE Yasir Al-Rumayyan, who visited 
Abqaiq after the attacks.  

Every one of us is required to push 
ahead with resolve, because the company 
and the Kingdom need us more than ever. 
Indeed, these incidents have highlighted 
just how much the world needs a strong 
and reliable Saudi Aramco. 

In perhaps the greatest test we have 
faced, many of you have not only risen to 
the challenge, but exceeded all expecta-
tions, showing the world the true mettle 
of our people and the value of our compa-
ny, our culture, and our community. And 
for this, you have my deepest respect, ad-
miration, and gratitude. 

Amin Nasser,
President and CEO

What I saw from the front-line people 
was beyond 
expectations. 
This is the result 
of constant 
training and 
drills. We work 
as a team, and 
through con-

tact with the superintendent and the 
manager, we were able to isolate and 
depressurize, which limited the impact.

Ibrahim Al Sultan, 
Abqaiq Plants

We have learned and grown up in love 
with the King-
dom. What we 
have done and 
what we are 
doing is a small 
part of our citi-
zenship and this 
gives us a sense 

of pride. Our sense of responsibility 
toward lives, the property of the com-
pany, and the capabilities of the nation 
is what drives us to be dedicated and 
it is the core of our work and vision.

Fahad Dossari, 
Khurais Fire Protection

What we’re doing is part of moving the 
nation forward 
and an oppor-
tunity for us 
to think about 
what can be 
offered more in 
the future. I feel 
ecstatic and that 

drives me to work more. I feel a level 
of joy I have never experienced before.

Abdullah Al-Rumaih,  
Engineering Services

The training and knowledge that I have 
gained gives me 
confidence and 
reassurance in 
performing my 
duties with Sau-
di Aramco, and 
to my home-
land, which 

comes on its 89th National Day, 
and I am more determined to work 
more professionally every day.

Abdulmohsen N. Al-Nashmi,  
Khurais Producing

My sense of pride is very great, and I 
believe that 
what we are 
doing is a 
national duty. 
Teamwork, 
training, and 
readiness have 
proven that 

nothing limits what we can do.

Fawaz A. Al-Mujaljel, 
Khurais Producing

It’s one of the most beautiful national 
holidays I’ve 
ever experi-
enced. Today we 
celebrate when 
we are stronger, 
and our Nation-
al Day marks a 
national vic-

tory in Khurais and Abqaiq.

Abdullah Al-Hajri, 
Utility Division in Khurais 

Earlier in the day, president and CEO Amin Nasser, senior vice president of Upstream, Mohammed Y. Al Qahtani, and senior vice president of Technical 
Services, Ahmad A. Al Sa’adi, engaged with employees during tours in Khurais before traveling to Abqaiq.

The whole world was 
keeping a close eye 
on Saudi Aramco’s 
reaction and level of 
reliability, and we 
have proven to the 
whole world that we 
are the most reliable 
company, and that 
we are stronger 
today than ever 
before.

— Amin Nasser

(Photos: Abdulaziz Al Moaiweed/Habeeb Al Hadad/Ding/MPD)
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Homeland is my source of 
support, inspiration and 
happiness. Our everlasting 
love for this country with 89 
years of giving and devel-
opment provides a good 
explanation for our endless 
pleasure with Saudi National 
Day. Oh my country, I love 
you so long as men can 
breathe or eyes can see.

Talal I. Husawi
Aramco Trading Co.

A much needed reordering 
of my priorities. I grew up 
and lived in London, U.K., 
for many years and without 
a doubt, that’s an incredi-
bly energetic and dynamic 
place. But I found that 
in London I had to make 
time for things, whereas 
in Saudi Arabia I have time 
for people. That has been 
incredibly enriching!

Beliz B. Tecirli
Corporate Communication 

Alignment

Saudi Arabia has been my 
first love since my birthday.  
This dear land has tender-
ly embraced me within its 
precious soil and fantastic 
nature. No matter how far 
away, my heart is always 
with her and I would live in 
the hope of returning and 
kissing its pure land — it is 
always right here to stay. It 
is the homeland that gath-
ers us all. The Kingdom is 
the big family that provides 
us with safety and security 
and shelter. Without the 
homeland, the word “fami-
ly” would be meaningless.

Hasann Aseef
Ju’aymah Terminal

Being Saudi has always been 
a source of pride. Saudi 
Arabia has given us so much, 
and all what I am today. I 
owe to my family and to this 
great country. We are being 
empowered and are taught 
that the sky is not the limit. 
It is our time to shine and 
to prove to the world that 
Saudi women are among 
the strongest worldwide.

Dalia S. Muslem 
Renewables Department

Saudi Arabia, my home-
land, is where I opened 
my eyes and took my first 
step. It is the place where 
I hasten to find glory and 
excellence, and it has lived 
a pride to everyone. To me 
Saudi Arabia is my charm-
ing home, and I owe it a 
lot, happy National Day.

Najla Binmahfoodh
Loss Prevention

The Kingdom of Peace 
means a lot to me; it is the 
land, history, pride, dignity, 
and the warm embrace for 
all Saudis. We congratulate 
ourselves on being part 
of this generous country, 
the country of humanity 
and goodness led by both 
the resolute King and HRH 
the Crown Prince. Have 
a great National Day! 

Zafer M. Namis
Drilling Services

I am Italian and I have now 
been living and working in 
the Kingdom for six years, 
and thanks to the proverbial 
hospitality of the country 
and the people, I can say 
that it has become some-
what home for me. The 
beauty of the nature and his-
torical heritage have enticed 
my passion for exploration, 
leading me on a path of dis-
covery that has taken me on 
adventurous desert trips to 
some of the most scenic and 
remote locations — often at 
the lead of groups of friends 
and likeminded people.

Luca Ladi Bucciolini
Saudi Aramco Retail Department

My homeland, Saudi Arabia, 
with its name, land, leader-
ship, and people means a 
lot. It is my Arab and Islamic 
depth that have given me 
such a noble identity so 
that I may take part in every 
effort for its glory. I have 
always been proud of its 
recent achievements, as well 
as its vision for the future. 
The love for our homeland 
is a culture or a lifetime 
journey that is experienced 
only by those who unwill-
ingly leave their homeland.

Khalid Abu Salem
Inspection Department

My homeland, Saudi Arabia, 
is a source of pride from 
which I derive my identity 
and my belonging. My love 
for my country has been 
mixed with my hopes and 
goals in life. My generation 
is loyal to Saudi society’s 
lofty values and principles, 
as well as to the rights it 
has guaranteed to all of its 
members such as dignity, 
justice, equality, educa-
tion, health care, national 
unity, security, and the 
provision of decent living.

Faisal ‘Abd-Allah Sulaiman
Computer Operations

Saudi Arabia to me is the 
air I breathe through my 
lungs and the blood flow-
ing through my veins. It is 
“my life” I am living. My 
beloved country provided 
me with outstanding free 
education from kindergarten 
to post-graduate studies. 
It has enabled me and my 
family to have the oppor-
tunity to join a profoundly 
highly reputed organization 
in Saudi Aramco. It is now 
time to repay my country 
for all the years of nour-
ishment and elevation.

Manal Albawardi
Unconventional Resources Support

On its precious soil were my 
first steps; in every corner 
of it, I had happy memo-
ries, and a nostalgia that 
draws me toward the faces 
of its good people. As the 
nation thrives, my peace of 
mind grows for the future 
and welfare of my children. 
It is a country that has 
successfully achieved de-
velopment and has always 
taken initiative with proven 
sovereignty and leadership.

Ra’id Hawas
Berri Gas Plant

what does Saudi Arabia mean to you?

Saudi Arabia is our home-
land and our pride. It is 
the support for the unsup-
ported. It is the tree under 
which we seek shadow and 
that gives us its fruits free 
of charge. There is no land 
other than one’s homeland.

Yousef A. Al-Jum’ah
Process and Control Systems
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Our homeland is the long-
ing with which the poetry 
books are adorned. In other 
words, it is the air I breathe 
through my lungs and the 
blood flowing through my 
veins. Our generation has 
grown up with true love for 
this noble homeland since 
early childhood. I’ll never 
forget my father saying to 
me: Be proud, for you are 
from the land of The Two 
Holy Mosques, and keep 
showing loyalty to your 
homeland and the King.

Hamad Mos’ad
Sales and Crude Oil Marketing

Saudi Arabia has a variety of 
meanings to me, but chief 
among them are dynamism 
and respect. It is a country 
whose people are commit-
ted to preparing themselves 
for a changing future while 
respecting the traditions of 
the past. In only a few years, 
I have witnessed significant 
developments in education, 
infrastructure, and entertain-
ment, among others. At the 
same time, the Kingdom’s 
history and culture have 
had, and continue to have, 
key roles in these develop-
ments. I am excited to see 
how Saudi Arabia and its 
people continue to trans-
form themselves for what-
ever the future may bring.

Joseph P. Campos
Law Organization

I feel proud to see our 
beloved Kingdom moving 
forward at a steady and 
reassuring pace toward the 
future. As a maintenance 
planner at Berri Gas Plant, I 
feel I am part of the King-
dom’s ambitious develop-
ment plan. I am very happy 
to watch and live the fruitful 
transformations in the histo-
ry of our beloved Kingdom.

Fawaz H. Ka’by
Berri Gas Plant

Saudi Arabia is our home-
land that we love and 
remain loyal to, with all the 
meanings and connotations 
these words carry in the 
hearts of our people. We are 
proud of our history and our 
youth, who create opportu-
nities and work to achieve 
the promising Saudi Vision 
2030 and a better future.

Ibrahim Sarhan
Community Infrastructure 

and Public Projects

This is a land of opportuni-
ties. In Saudi Arabia, your 
dreams can come true if you 
work hard to achieve them.

Bandar A. Alanazi
Utilities and Facilities Services

Saudi Arabia is the mother 
and means glory and glory to 
me, and it is my pride among 
the countries of the world: 
safety, tranquility, and glory.

Husam El-Ghamdi
Jizan Refinery

Saudi Arabia has been part of 
my life for eight years now. 
It means to me personal and 
professional challenges and 
achievements, adventure, 
friendship, an opportunity to 
experience a rich and diverse 
culture, and an interesting 
history. It means seeing the 
world from a different per-
spective. It is an exciting time 
to be in Saudi Arabia now, as 
the country is going through 
change and I can feel a pos-
itive energy, especially in the 
young people who look with 
enthusiasm into the future. 

Marco Vecoli
Geological Operations Department

Saudi Arabia is the source of 
pride and glory; it is our ref-
uge in tough times — a gift 
from the lord of the universe. 
May Allah provide her with 
his everlasting protection. 

Salem Al-Shahrani
Process and Control Systems

Saudi Arabia’s National Day 
is a day of pride, victory, 
and unification. This is the 
day when the late King 
unified Saudi territory. To 
me, National Day means 
showing more love for 
and loyalty to the ruling 
family as well as to my 
homeland and my work-
place, Saudi Aramco.

Mohammed S. Alduhaimi
OSPAS

In short, Saudi Arabia means 
“homeland,” with all the 
connotations this word 
carries in my heart — loy-
alty to the people and the 
leaders; good and pure land 
and people; and untainted 
hearts and noble souls.

Saleh Maghrabi 
Project Management Office

Saudi Arabia is the water 
we live with. It’s the oxy-
gen that makes our hearts 
beat; the good land we 
live on, with no replace-
ment. I would pay my life 
for my Saudi motherland.

‘Abd-Allah Qubaisi
Jazan Refinery

Saudi Arabia is my home, a 
source of security, a model of 
harmony, and and carries a 
message of peace. My home-
land is my shield, my inspi-
ration, my strength and my 
happiness. Long live in love 
and peace, my homeland, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Ali Al-Qahtani
Process and Control Systems

Tell me about pride and love, 
and I’ll tell you about home-
land. Saudi Arabia is our 
pride’s mirror that we look 
at to see ourselves among 
the countries of the world. 
Thanks to Allah, the King-
dom has become a leading 
country in security, political 
standing, and economic 
weight. The Kingdom has 
undergone many chang-
es and events in the past 
period — some of which 
were challenging — and our 
solidarity and loyalty to this 
dear homeland were proven.

Abeer Olayan
EXPEC ARC

what does 
National Day 
mean to me?

Ali Al-
Ghunaimi

Fatima 
Barnawi

Ahmad 
Al-
Zahrani

Rusha 
Al-
Ghamdi

Baqer 
Al-
Quraish
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Saudi Aramco initiative breaks record with more than 11 million views
a reel history of the Kingdom’s proud past

Over the past two months, film crews 
have descended on the cities of Dhahran, 
Al Majmaah, and Riyadh, recreating scenes 
from Saudi Arabia’s history for a film that 
celebrates Saudi National Day. 

The short film, produced by Saudi Ar-
amco, was broadcast on national TV 
and shared on social media platforms. It 
tells the 89-year history of the Kingdom 
through the eyes of a Saudi boy, who trav-
els through the decades carrying a message 
from the Kingdom’s founder, King ‘Abd Al-
‘Aziz Al Sa’ud, to King Salman ibn ‘Abd Al-
‘Aziz Al Sa’ud. 

Anas S. Al-Kadi, a public relations special-
ist with the Corporate Communications De-
partment (CCD), served as champion of the 
film project, and together with fellow CCD 
team members Hatem A. Alfayez and Noor 
R. Algadheb, the team worked with Media 
Production and others to hire the film com-
pany, storyboard the film, scout locations, 
coordinate with Saudi government authori-
ties, and to cast and hire Saudi talent. 

by Scott Baldauf

young boy travels through time 
to tell the story of Saudi Arabia

The film carries a powerful message 
about the Kingdom’s proud history, rapid 
development, and ambitious future, said 
Al-Kadi. But the story of how the film was 
made is as fascinating as the film itself. 

“The main character is a child who trav-
els through time, from the 1930s until the 
present days of 2019, so we had a lot of 
costume changes and we had to make 
sure that the clothes people wore and the 
cars they drove was accurate for the time 
period,” said Al-Kadi. “Even the thobe that 
the child wore changed seven times from 
the ‘30s until today.”

Each decade witnessed major changes 
in Saudi society. In the opening scene, the 
boy first takes the message from the King, 
then stumbles upon the first discovery of 
oil with the Prosperity Well in Dhahran in 
1938. By the 1950s, the boy sees how the 
arrival of oil brought prosperity to Sau-

di Arabia’s cities, with greater automo-
bile traffic and also the creation of girls 
schools. 

By the 1980s, Saudi Arabia’s growing 
presence in science is seen with the astro-
naut, Prince Sultan ibn Salman ibn ‘Abd Al-
’Aziz Al Sa’ud, phoning King Fahd ibn ‘Abd 
Al-‘Aziz Al Sa’ud from space, and by 2019, 
the messenger boy finds King Salman at 
Ithra and gives him the founder’s message. 

careful planning and 
coordination

Every scene required careful planning 
and coordination between Saudi Aramco, 
the Hollywood filmmaker Luis Gerard, and 
with Saudi government authorities. Work 
days were exhausting, and film crews and 
Saudi Aramco personnel were often work-
ing from 4 a.m. until midnight every day.

“There’s a joke, ‘How many directors 
does it take to change a light bulb?’” 
Al-Kadi said. “The answer is, ‘Only one, 
but he has to do it 99 times.’”

“Everything took incredible prepara-
tions,” Al-Kadi added. “Shooting the 
scenes from the ‘70s and ‘80s was so hard, 
because we had to find the right location 
and we had so many extras, and every-
body had to be dressed in ‘70s and ‘80s 
clothes.”

The team spent long hours of prepara-
tion, researching and double-checking 
minute details, everything from the appro-
priate style of bottle for sodas to the cor-
rect color of signboards for a girls school in 
the 1950s. 

“This was a team effort, and we couldn’t 
have done this project without the collab-
oration and commitment from a number 
of individuals and departments across the 
company,” Al-Kadi said. 

That attention to detail has paid off. 
The film was aired on Saudi television and 
the Al-Arabiya network on Saudi National 
Day, Sept. 23. A slightly longer version was 
shared on social media channels starting 
Sept. 19. 

A shot of oil spurts 
from the ground. 
Computer 
generated images 
were imposed to 
create the scene of 
the Prosperity Well 
in Dhahran.

A professional stunt double, portraying the child messenger, rides a horse outside the city gate of Al 
Majmaah, a city with old ruins on the outskirts between Buraydah and Riyadh.

Actors portray members of the royal guard at Al Majmaah.
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Saudi Aramco initiative breaks record with more than 11 million views
a reel history of the Kingdom’s proud past

From left: 1970s street scene depicting the 
1970s construction boom.
An actor poses besides his 1980s era vehicle 
outside a coffee shop.
Actors prepare for a coffee shop scene in which 
the participants view the call between King 
Fahd ibn ‘Abd Al-’Aziz Al Sa’ud, and Prince 
Salman ibn ‘Abd Al-’Aziz Al Sa’ud to astronaut 
Prince Sultan ibn Salman ibn ‘Abd Al-’Aziz Al 
Sa’ud during his space voyage.

From top: A traffic jam caused by an overturned 
vegetable cart. Keen attention was paid to 
every historical detail, including the license 
plates on vehicles.
This shot portrays the re-creation of the first 
girls school to open in the Kingdom, the Dar El 
Hanan in Jiddah in 1955.
Two child actresses pose with film director, Luis 
Gerard, at the scene portraying the Dar El 
Hanan school in Jiddah.

A makeup artist “ages” an actor portraying a 
man meeting his granddaughter.

Desert shot portrays the 
discovery of the Prosperity 
Well in Dhahran. A stunt 
double portraying the child 
actor rides a horse on his way 
to deliver the letter from 
King ‘Abd Al-’Aziz Al Sa’ud.

Film project champion Anas S. Al-Kadi talks 
with an actor during the production of the 
Saudi National Day film, “The Letter.”

A shot of the camera recording the return of a 
graduate of a King Abdullah scholarship 
program, returning to the airport in 2010.

See the 
National Day 
film
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looking back at decades of 
progress, looking forward to 
an even brighter future

a National Day 
celebration at Ithra

Dhahran — Drawing citizens and 
residents from throughout the East-
ern Province, the King Abdulaziz 
Center for World Culture (Ithra) was 
again a center of action when it came 

to Saudi National Day activities, which 
included highly visible fireworks on 
Sunday and Monday, live performanc-
es, as well as learning opportunities 
for people of all ages.

See flag 
raising film

(Photos: Hasan Al-Mubarak/MPD)
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celebrating the Kingdom
communities host National Day activities
(Photos: Ding/Mohammed Alshaikh/MPD)
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Saudia, you are the 
first song I write.
Saudia, you are the land of 
miracles and holy sites, 
And you are the home of 
Arabs, Muslims, and all alike.

Saudia, since the day I was 
born,
Time after time, day after day
I embrace you more, and 
cherish you more, and I 
cannot get the sense of time.

Observing this fortunate 
land of ours,
Makkah, Riyadh, and 
Dhahran, alongside Jiddah,
the Red Sea, Arabian Gulf, 
and Empty Quarter.

A glimpse at the Kingdom,
Where the stars always shine,
And lighten the globe 
every night.

Feel my warmth, the 
sun of Saudia says,
Feel my breeze, the seas 
of Saudia states, 

Feel the energy of the 
world, the Eastern Province 
of Saudi declares, 
Call me and walk through me.

Step in, make the move,
You are welcome, 
Saudia proclaims,
Striving to shine the 
universe around,
Reveling your reality 
for the real you!

Saudia, you are the queen 
of the world, the queen 
of souls and spirits, 
You are in the mind 
and heart, I say.
  
To Saudis and friends 
of Saudia,
I dedicate this first song, but 
not the last one of mine.

Saudia, now I can dance 
and sing again,
Saudia, we are thirsty to 
experience and taste the 
best of you at all times!

The Kingdom of Arabia
by Karam S. Al Yateem
Karam.Yateem@aramco.com

(Photo: Abdullah Alshammari/MPD)
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Ala S. Al-Khudair took this photo of the 
Sea of Marmara from Princess Island in 
Istanbul during a summer vacation in Turkey. 
Al-Khudair used her iPhone 6+ to capture 
the image. She works in the ‘Uthmaniyah 
Producing Division of the South Ghawar 
Producing Department in ‘Udhailiyah, and 
has been with the company since 2013.

the serene 
waters of 
Marmara

Dhahran — The King Abdulaziz Center 
for World Culture (Ithra) is set to host one 
of the greatest family musicals of all time, 
“The Wizard of Oz,” on Ithra’s stage Oct. 
2-12. The musical performance features 
breathtaking special effects, dazzling cho-
reography, and classic songs that will touch 
down in the Kingdom for the first time.

This stellar production is a celebration 
of the 1939 MGM movie and will be pre-
sented with breathtaking special effects 
that will sweep audiences away from the 
moment the tornado twists its way into 

we’re not in Kansas anymore …
The Wizard of Oz twists its way into Ithra!

Kansas.
Dean Sobon will serve as the director. So-

bon previously created the national tours 
of “Fiddler on the Roof” and “Seven Brides 
for Seven Brothers.” Amy McCleary will 
create the choreography. She was the di-
rector/choreographer of the national tour 
of “Memphis, the Musical” and the cho-
reographer of the national tour of “The 
Wedding Singer.” 

The team of Sobon and McCleary will 
take Dorothy, Toto — and their friends the 
Cowardly Lion, Tin Man, and Scarecrow 

— “Over the Rainbow” to adventures in 
Munchkin Land, the Haunted Forest, and 
the Emerald City. 

Featuring the classic songs, as composed 
by Harold Arlen, “Over the Rainbow,” 
“Ding Dong the Witch is Dead,” and “If I 
Only Had a Brain,” along with the beloved 
characters, “The Wizard of Oz” will have 
the entire family captivated as they travel 
down the yellow brick road for an unfor-
gettable day at the theater. 

Tickets are available online at www.ithra.
com, starting at only SR75. 

see pages 8 and 9

National Day 
celebration 

at Ithra
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