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Saudi Aramco:
80 Years in Photographs

Saudi Aramco
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The first oil well brought in by an all-Saudi crew, near Ain
Dar, 1953
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The story of Saudi Aramco tells of the discovery and development of
the greatest energy reserves the world has ever known and the rapid
transformation of Saudi Arabia from desert kingdom to modern nation-
state. In 1933, King 'Abd al-'Aziz, the founder of modern Saudi Arabia,
granted a concession to Standard Oil of California. After five years of
exploration, oil was discovered in March 1938 at Dammam Well No. 7.

From our beginnings, we have grown from an oil-producing company to a
fully integrated, global energy and chemicals enterprise with partnerships
in North America, Europe and Asia. Over the course of our history, we
have built an unmatched record of reliability, and we remain committed to
providing energy to the world and to maximizing the value of the country's
petroleum reserves for the benefit of the Kingdom's citizens.
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His Excellency Shaykh ‘Abd
Allah  as-Sulayman, Saudi
Finance Minister, and Mr.
Lloyd N. Hamilton, lawyer and
negotiator for Standard Oil of
California, sign the concession
agreement, May 29, 1933, in
Jiddah.
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Geologists relax in camp
with their newly arrived Ford
touring cars, October 1933.
The first personnel arrived in
Saudi Arabia in September
and quickly began exploring
the low hills south of the
village of Dammam.
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The drilling crew of Dammam
Well No. 7 pose on the steps of
therigin 1937 or 1938. Drilling
for oil began in 1935. Three
years later, oil was struck in

commercial quantities by Well
No. 7 on March 4.
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An exploration party prepares
to leave Dhahran for the Rub’
al-Khali, or Empty Quarter, in
1938. Early exploration trips
often ventured into areas
seldom before visited by
foreigners.
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The oil tanker D.G. Scofield
rides at anchor offshore Ras
Tanura, May 1, 1939. King
‘Abd al-'Aziz opened the
valve that loaded the first
export shipment of crude oil
from Saudi Arabia.
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Drilling in the Abgaiq field, 1949
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Men and boys eager to learn
pose in front of the Saudi
Camp School, which opened
in July 1940 in a barasti, or
palm-frond building. The next
year, the Jabal School opened,
providing lessons in Arabic,
English and mathematics.
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The company’s first refinery
was this 3,000 barrel-per-day
“tea kettle” facility built in
Ras Tanura. A new refinery
was built at the end of World
War Il and by the end of 1949,
capacity had increased to
127,000 barrels per day.
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Company malaria control
personnel examine stagnant
water in Dammam for
mosquito larvae in 1948.
Malaria was endemic in the
Eastern Province until it was
eradicated in large part by
Saudi Aramco.
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A load of railroad ties is
transported to the end of
the new rail line in 1949. In
the company’s rapid post-
war expansion, the delivery
of materials from port was
improved by the construction
of the first railroad in the
Kingdom.
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New houses are evidence of
the company’s growing pains
in this aerial view of Dhahran
from 1949. Five years earlier,
there were roughly 2,800
employees. By the time of this
photo, the population had
grown by a factor of 10 and
oil production had surged
from 20,000 barrels per day to
half a million.
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A supply convoy in the Rub” al-Khali, 1952




ol Lagean Josll @dlghs o)
centl¥l s dilec pody (sod
ple B (5230L1) duyell O e
alols gL Il 1ia dayyg 1951
39150 (LS 1,800) Jro 1,100 gns
ooyadl sasb ASLoll B el

AL s dipso o Ayl

Aided by an aerial survey, a
work crew inspects the Trans-
Arabian Pipeline in 1951. The
pipeline, nearly 1,100 miles
(1,800 km) long, connected oil
facilities in Saudi Arabia to a
terminal near Sidon, Lebanon.
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A drilling rig stands sentinel in
the world’s largest offshore oil
field, Safaniya, discovered in
1951. The decade of the 1950s
also saw the confirmation of
Ghawar as the world’s largest
oil field.
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The first all-Saudi crew to
operate a gas-oil separation
plant poses next to a spheroid
in the Ain Dar facility, 1950.
Training of Saudi employees
grew exponentially in the
1950s and by 1953, 60 percent
of all Saudi workers, some
8,200 people, were enrolled
in training programes.
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Suliman Olayan, seen here
with his new LPG truck in
1953, is just one of the many
entrepreneurs supported by
Saudi Aramco to start their
own businesses. Olayan
and many other aspiring
businessmen passed along
the benefits of company
training as the Kingdom'’s
economy grew.
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Runners are poised to race
on the new track as part of
the inauguration ceremonies
to mark the first company-
built government school in
Dammam, 1954. Saudi Aramco
financed the construction and
maintenance of more than
135 schools for boys and girls
during the program.
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Exploration camp, Rub’ al-Khali, 1966
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Students stroll on the campus
of the College of Petroleum
and Minerals in 1967.
Now known as King Fahd
University of Petroleum and
Minerals, the college, located
near company headquarters
in Dhahran, was founded in
1963 with support from Saudi
Aramco.
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“Baba” Hattab tapes an episode
of his children’s television show
in 1960. Saudi Aramco launched
the first television station in Saudi
Arabia in 1957. Programming
included science, mathematics
and entertainment and reached
an audience of 350,000 viewers
by 1965.
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Two colleagues discuss the
day’s work at the Berri No. 1
wildcat well campsite in 1964.
Two months later, the well
came in, establishing the Berri
field, which proved to lie both
onshore and offshore.
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The oil dispatching center in
Abgaiq marks the moment
the company reaches 6 billion
barrels of oil produced. In
2011, Saudi Aramco produced
more than 3 billion barrels of
oil, roughly one of every 10
barrels consumed in the world
each day.
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A consultant from Saudi Aramco
works with a poultry farmer in
1965. The company provided
financial and advisory assistance
for a wide variety of industrial
development projects including
agriculture, civic infrastructure,
manufacturing and health.
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Ras Tanura Sea Island Terminal, 1974
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The creation of a unified
electrical power grid in the
EasternProvinceisoneofSaudi
Aramco’s major initiatives
in the 1970s. This facility,
located near Ju’aymah, began
operations in 1979.
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A cross section of the people
of Saudi Aramco pose in
Ras Tanura for the cover of
the company’s 1973 Annual
Review. At the end of 1973,
there were 13,001 employees,
of whom 79 percent were

‘ Saudi nationals.
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Construction of the East-West
natural gas liquids pipeline
reaches Banban, near Riyadh,
in 1979. The pipeline was a key
component of the Master Gas
System, designed to provide
fuel or feedstock for domestic
electrical power, desalination,
petrochemical and other
industries.



RS 7 4. 74 S T .,
R N ﬂmmgmmh v

SAF|
PANANL
H

z

LSw "oiledl Gasall’ fis olS
gl aShy goy slidl Jlosd
Jlecl  aiagd s3I esunldl
oSol)l iy 1977 ple Ayl
S apbiie M xST dysgmdl
St AS i g sty of B @llall
sl ol dd Lol dnmag Ao’y

.a._g_ﬂ J.J-L.Ll 4“.3).9._3 3..\4.3.49

This “floating hotel,” used to
house construction workers,
is evidence of the company’s
massive expansion in 1977.
Saudi Aramco had three of
the world’s largest projects
under way at the same time:
the Master Gas System, a
seawater treatment plant
and an offshore oil processing
platform.
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A young visitor enjoys the
company’s final showing of
the Mobile Oil Exhibit in 1972.
The traveling exhibit toured
the Kingdom 50 times over
14 years, hosting some 1.5
million Saudis.
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Field geologist, 1989 -
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An employee uses an early
generation seismic imaging
system in the Exploration
and Petroleum Engineering
Center (EXPEC) in 1983.
EXPEC opened in 1982, the
first such facility in the Middle
East, and served to develop
exploration technology and
better manage hydrocarbon
reservoirs.
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Molten steel provides the
fireworks in a steel plant in
Jubail in the 1980s. The plant,
and many other industries
in Saudi Arabia, was made
possible by the completion
of the Master Gas System in
1982.
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A drilling crew works in the
offshore Safaniya field in
1982. Even though world
demand for oil was dropping,
Saudi Aramco kept building
production capacity in
anticipation of future demand
— a strategy proved prescient
at the end of the decade.
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Avid young readers have
their imagination fueled
during a visit to one of Saudi
Aramco’s mobile libraries in
the mid-1980s. The program
was launched in 1982 and has
since distributed more than 1
million books to hundreds of
thousands of students.
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Company biologists check
a seine net in Tarut Bay to
determine the potential of
commercial fishing, 1986.
Other ongoing  projects
included ecosystem surveys
in Manifa and Tanajib bays
and greenbelt construction,
all part of the company’s
commitment to protecting
the environment.



Shaybah
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The supertanker Suhail Star
takes shape in a Denmark
shipyard, 1994. The shipbuilding
program added 15 very large
crude oil carriers to the fleet
of Vela International Marine
Limited, Saudi Aramco’s shipping
subsidiary.
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Personnel inspect a company
Boeing 737 in 1996. Saudi
Aramco, then as now,
maintains one of the world’s
largest corporate aviation
fleets.
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A bulldozer cuts a swath
through the Rub’ al-Khali in
1993, part of the 30 million
cubic meters of sand moved
during the Shaybah project.
First discovered in 1968, the
Shaybah field was held in
inventory until economic
conditions and technology
made production feasible.
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The S-Oil refinery and harbor
complex in Onsan, Korea,
Saudi Aramco’s first foray
into refining and marketing
ventures in Asia, is seen here
in 1993. The S-Oil venture
was followed by others in the
Philippines, Japan and China.
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The Land of Khuzama, an
animated film produced by
Saudi Aramco, is released to
coincide with Earth Week in
1999. The film, named after
a type of local wildflower,
stressed the importance of
preserving the environment
and underscored the need
to respect the Kingdom’'s
wildlife.
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Haradh Gas Plant
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The “big board” in the
Operations Coordination
Center provides a real-time
snapshot of Saudi Aramco’s
operations, from wellheads
to company terminals.
Renovated in 2005, the
biggest video display wall
in the hydrocarbon industry
allows operators to monitor
operations across the
Kingdom.
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Company scientists discuss an
experiment in the Research
& Development Center in
Dhahran. The Center opened
in 2000 and studies the
desulfurization of crude
oil, clean fuels, onboard
carbon capture and other
technologies.
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Students head to class on the
campus of the King Abdullah
University of Science and
Technology, located on
the Red Sea. The graduate
research university, developed
and built by Saudi Aramco,
opened its doors in the fall of
20009.
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The Khurais crude oil
processing facility comes
online in 2009, adding 1.2
million barrels per day of
capacity. The Khurais project
was one component of an
effort to expand significantly
the production and processing
capacity of oil, gas, natural
gas liquids, refining and
petrochemicals.
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Acompanyemployeeandlocal
studentsjointogetherto plant
mangrove seedlings in 2004
as part of an effort to restore
Tarut Bay. Saudi Aramco
has sponsored mangrove
research and restoration since
the 1980s and its volunteer
planting campaigns are an
annual tradition.
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3-D reservoir simulation, Upstream Center, Dhahran



o Jaadl ailis gonieo
Mol sl 390 go il dlisas
b galy s Lile. S
lis Lg>lsg ASloll Jsls g5
POSWRPIS U5 (GRS [ D]
ASp o dusgead] ool Jo b
idle dS,d ) basll dsaig
ATl Jlowo b badlyy AlolSio

ERIPR/EN T

The Petro Rabigh joint
venture integrates a refinery
with chemicals production.
Additional ventures in the
Kingdom and abroad follow
this integrated approach,
marking the  company’s
transformation from an oil
production powerhouse to
a world leading integrated
energy and chemicals
company.
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Geologists and petroleum
engineers remotely direct well
drilling from the Geosteering
Center in Dhahran. Real-time
information is transmitted
from sensors near the drill bits
to the center, which operates
24 hours a day, seven days a
week.
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A green sea turtle swims
through the blue waters of
the Gulf, photographed for
the Marine Atlas, published
in 2011 and the result of 40
years of research. The film
Desert Seas, produced by
Saudi Aramco, is broadcast
on the National Geographic
WILD channel.
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An artist's rendering of
the King Abdulaziz Center
for World Culture captures
the facility’s iconic style.
The Center, which will be a
catalyst for cultural and social
progress, is a key component
in the drive to build a
knowledge-based economy.
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Our scientists and engineers
work together — and with
outside organizations — to
develop new technologies
and adapt existing tools. This
innovative spirit is driving our
goal to become by 2020 a fully
integrated, truly global energy
and chemicals enterprise with
extensive operations across
the globe.




To learn more about Saudi Aramco,
please visit us at

www.saudiaramco.com
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